
LEON MESSIAEN
Grammene ( Belgium )

East of Flanders

One of the Greatest Barcelona Champions.

The basis and the Golden Breeding Pair
“Pau” B82-4422569 x

Perpignan II-hen” B84-4134639

Leon started his pigeon carreer in the seventees; in that 
period he went buying pigeons at the loft of late Gaby 
Deleersnijder living in a place called ZULTE, close to his 
place. This area has ever had several long distance top 
champions.



There he bought the “Barcelona 79” B75-4280780, which 
became a famous breeder afterwards.
Very important was the input of the Emiel Denys-pigeons: 
Leon Messiaen bought the “Perpignan II-hen” B84-4134639: 
she was a direct daughter of the famous “Perpignan-hen” 
B79-4338995, winner of 12th International Perpignan ( 900 
km ) and 2nd International in the hens-category. 
This “Perpignan II-hen” was paired up to a cock called “Pau” 
B82-4422569, winner of 6th National Pau ( 900 km ) in 1987. 
This golden pair “Pau” 569/82 x “Perpignan II-hen” 639/84 
are the parents of a golden breeder which we find back in 
several pedigrees of Mr. Leon’s best pigeons, namely the 
“Pauson” B84-4116105.
This “Pauson” 105/84 was breeding champion birds, being 
paired up to different hens. 
One of the hens paired up to him was the “Tee-Pipo” ( she 
was a combination of the famous “Tee” of Emiel Denys and 
the “Pipo” of late Joseph Vandenbroucke ( founder of the 
worldfamous “Didi”-line which made Etienne Devos 
worldfamous, thanks to his “Kleine Didi” !! ).
The pair “Pauson” x “Tee-Pipo” bred the “Zwarten 
Barcelona” B92-4350054, winner of 4 x Top on Barcelona in 4 
consecutive years. In the strong long distance – club in a 
place called MEULEBEKE, in West of Flanders Province, the 
“Zwarten Barcelona” ( “Black Barcelona” ) won 2° - 7° - 12° 
and 13°. 
Same “Pauson”, paired up to another hen called “Blauw VDB” 
( stands for “Blue Vandenbroucke” ) B89/3089662, bred the 
“Deserteur Barcelona” B94-4395950, winner of 2° prize 
Barcelona in the same strong club of Meulebeke, 10th in the 
West of Flanders Province, 29th National and 55th 

International against 24.908 pigeons; that was in the year 
1997.



Back to the golden breeding hen “Perpignan II-hen” 639/84 : 
Leon paired her up to another cock of same late Gaby 
Deleersnijder, called “Blauwe Nestpender” B76-4690795 : 
this pair bred the “Geschelpte Barcelona” ( means 
“Chequered Barcelona” B86-4238087, winner of 1° Prize 
Barcelona in his club in 1990, 7th Provincial, 28th National and 
84th International against 28.128 pigeons.

Leon has been very successful with the input of Emiel 
Denys-pigeons.

In 1996, Leon Messiaen went to an auction of Emiel Denys 
youngsters; he bough there a son of his famous “Prins 
Barcelona” x “Daughter Pau”. 
This youngster got the name of “Geschelpte Prins” 
afterwards, ringnumber B02-3229808; this “Geschelpte 
Prins” 808 became the father of “Jonge Prins Barcelona” 
B03-4084930, 1st Provincial Barcelona in West of Flanders 
Province, 3rd National and 6th International against 25.815 
pigeons.
Same “Geschelpte Prins” 808, paired up to a pure “Didi”-hen 
from Joseph Vandenbroucke bred the “Prins” Didibis” B00-
4210839, winner of 2nd Prize Barcelona in his club, 5th 



Provincial West of Flanders, 35th National and 140th 

International against 22.887 pigeons. That was 2006. 
Same Barcelona – race, Mr. Leon also won the 442nd National 
with his 2nd nominated, which made him winning the 
“Barcelona Master Championship 2006”. 
The system of nominated pigeons is very important in our Belgian pigeon sport. 
I will try to explain it in a few words : 
When you go basketing your pigeons, you have to nominate your 1st and 2nd etc. 
nominated – pigeon.
Your 1st Nominated pigeon, is the pigeon of which you think it will arrive as first 
pigeon to your loft. Your second nominated pigeon is the pigeon of which you think 
it will arrive 2nd in your loft. 
Of course there’s some luck involved in this game, but very exiting : if your 1st and 
2nd nominated arrive as your first pigeons, or even between your first pigeons, you 
get 2 points; that’s how you can become 1st National Champion KBDB; in the 
National Long Distance Championship KBDB, you need to clock your 1st AND 2nd 

nominated pigeon on 3 different races; then we calculate the coefficient of your 1st 

and 2nd nominated pigeon, by the place x 100 devided by the number of pigeons in 
the race. 
For the National Championship Extreme Long Distance KBDB, you need 1st and 2nd 

nominated on 2 races ( you can choose Barcelona, Perpignan, Dax, Pau, ... ) : of 
course it’s always better to clock your 1st and 2nd nominated pigeon on a race with 
a high number of participating pigeons... then your coefficient can be very low... 
In the National KBDB Championship middle distance, you need your 1st and 2nd 

nominated in 5 races ... ! 

More than 30 years top results on Barcelona !
     Club                           Province        National     International 

1979   1 / 344 p.     3 /  1.284 p.       8 /   6.602 p.      15 / 12.106 p.
1981   5 / 392 p.   51 / 1.866 p.    113 /   6.729 p.    168 / 13.202 p. 
1982   8 / 243 p.   63 / 2.204 p.    214 /   8.351 p.    349 / 15.605 p. 
1983 11 / 158 p. 145 / 1.882 p.    378 /   7.252 p.    548 / 12.146 p.
1984 20 / 155 p. 170 / 1.905 p.    405 /   7.066 p.    587 / 13.033 p. 
1985 38 / 214 p. 386 / 2.167 p. 1.059 /   8.647 p. 1.783 / 17.060 p.
1986 20 / 201 p. 264 / 2.242 p.    797 /   8.886 p. 1.416 / 18.076 p. 
1987   3 / 235 p.   40 / 2.201 p.      98 /   8.915 p.    143 / 21.545 p. 
1988 43 / 255 p. 375 / 2.290 p. 1.394 / 10.186 p. 2.458 / 21.194 p.  
1989 59 / 241 p. 588 / 2.581 p. 2.195 / 11.656 p. 4.464 / 25.502 p. 
1990   1 / 199 p.     7 / 2.399 p.      28 / 12.283 p.      84 / 28.128 p. 
1992 50 / 216 p. 424 / 2.085 p. 2.446 / 11.399 p. 4.839 / 27.158 p. 
1994 12 / 166 p.   98 / 1.227 p    882 / 11.214 p. 2.237 / 26.807 p. 
1995   7 / 167 p.   92 / 1.227 p.    551 /   9.452 p. 1.148 / 20.936 p. 
1996   2 / 165 p.   10 / 1.346 p.      53 / 10.068 p.    113 / 20.129 p. 
1997   2 / 202 p.   10 / 1.384 p.      29 / 12.731 p.      55 / 24.908 p. 
1998   5 / 212 p.   44 / 1.478 p.    294 / 12.678 p.    616 / 24.139 p. 
2000 21 / 269 p. 140 / 1.710 p.    823 / 13.659 p. 1.710 / 26.597 p. 
2002 18 / 292 p. 171 / 1.474 p. 1.179 / 13.021 p. 2.978 / 26.928 p. 
2003 17 / 211 p. 144 / 1.560 p.    932 / 11.806 p. 1.633 / 20.204 p. 
2004  4 / 216 p.   39 / 1.703 p.    251 / 12.275 p.    778 / 24.913 p. 
2005  1 / 261 p.     1 / 1.807 p.        3 / 12.998 p.        6 / 25.815 p. 
2006  2 / 213 p.     5 /.1.759 p.      35 / 11.802 p.    140 / 22.887 p. 



2007  1 / 200 p.   12 / 1.501 p.    114 / 12.612 p.    377 / 25.716 p.
2008            19 / 157 p.   51 /    533 p.    890 / 11.484 p. 2.200 / 23.708 p. 
2009  1 / 215 p.     5 /    516 p.      85 / 13.502 p.    183 / 29.669 p. 

 2 / 215 p.     9 /    516 p.    242 / 13.502 p.    517 / 29.669 p. 
2010 17 / 203 p.  58 /     564 p. 1.379 / 12.641 p. 3.228 / 25.750 p.
2011      2 / 210 p.    6 /     490 p.    305 / 12.170 p.   804 /  26.068 p.













Messiaen-pigeons: pigeons which are known for a very high level of endurance, 
pigeons which never give up, pigeons which are perfect for racing in countries 
with tough weather circumstances.
That’s no commercial talking : that’s a fact ! 

Good Luck ! 

Hans
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